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SPORTS BETTING 
 
PROBLEM 
On December 5, 2017 the United States Supreme Court heard oral arguments in Christie v. National 
Collegiate Athletic Association.  At issue is the Federal Professional and Amateur Sports Protection 
Act of 1992, which restricts sports gambling and related operations to four states (Nevada, Oregon, 
Delaware, and Montana).  It is widely anticipated that in early 2018 the Supreme Court will strike 
down existing federal law and then all 50 states would be allowed to regulate sports gambling.  
 
Under current New York law, casinos are permitted to provide for sports betting operations if Federal 
restrictions are lifted.  The NYS Gaming Commission Regulations would likely need to be redrafted to 
make this operational and could be done so within 180 days after the Supreme Court ruling.   
 
Gaming facilities in New York State are required to be part of a revenue sharing system, where a 
portion goes to local governments to fund needed infrastructure and resident services. Depending on 
where the county is located, this gaming revenue can come from one or a combination of the following 
entities: private commercial casinos, Native American casinos, racinos, horse and harness raceways, 
and Off-Track Betting Corporations (OTBs).  
 

ISSUE 
With the expansion of casino gaming in New York State, there has been a significant realignment of 
gaming spending throughout the State. This displacement has hit all gaming facilities, but perhaps the 
most impacted are OTBs, racinos, and horse and harness tracks. This revenue loss threatens local jobs 
and local government revenue. If sport gaming is legalized, under current law and regulation it would 
only be the casinos (commercial and Native American) that would be allowed to provide sports 
betting.  This will lead to further displacement of gaming spending throughout the State. Additionally, 
by the current sharing/distribution system, it is arguable that Native American casinos would not 
need to share any revenue obtained from sports wagering with the local governments or the State.  
This is because Native American casinos shared-revenue comes from VLT spending and not from 
other revenues, such as sports gaming.    
 

2018-2019 STATE BUDGET  
Although the Senate Budget proposal did include sports gaming legislative language that would have 
distributed revenue throughout the State, ultimately sports gaming was not included in the final State 
Budget.   
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SOLUTION  
If sports gaming is legalized in New York, NYSAC calls on the State to distribute an equitable 
percentage of income and gaming revenues, including sports wagering, to local governments and to 
use preexisting gaming facilities, such as OTBs, to retain revenue locally, keep and create local jobs, 
and to ensure needed local government revenue. The Senate Budget proposal provides a framework 
that supports the NYSAC position and we encourage budget negotiators to include this language in 
future budget agreements pertaining to sports gaming in New York State. 
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